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P o s i t i o n  D e s c r i p t i o n  
D i r e c t o r  
M u s e u m  o f  C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r t  D e t r o i t  
 
 
 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  
 
The Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit (MOCAD) is an independent, privately and publicly funded museum in 

the City of Detroit whose mission is to present art at the forefront of contemporary culture. 
MOCAD is responsive to the cultural content of our time, fueling crucial dialogue, 
collaboration and public engagement. Founded in 2005, the Museum is a non-collecting 
institution dedicated to cultivating awareness of local, national and international art by 
presenting an ambitious and multidisciplinary series of exhibitions and public programs. The 
Education and Public Engagement Department, in dialogue with the exhibitions, activates the 
Museum and surrounding environs as sites for investigation and experimentation.  

 
 
L o c a t i o n  
 
MOCAD is located in Detroit’s vibrant Cultural Center Historic District just a couple of miles from the heart 

of the downtown.  Neighboring institutions and organizations include the Detroit Institute of 
Arts, Wayne State University, College for Creative Studies, Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History, the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, N’Namdi Center for Contemporary 
Art, Allied Media Projects and East Michigan Environmental Action Council. The neighborhood 
is also home to art galleries, cafes, local shops and community gardens. 

 
 
F a c i l i t y  
 
The 22,000-square-foot building, a former auto dealership built in the early 20th Century, has been simply 

renovated to maintain its historic character. The raw and flexible space is well suited to the 
exhibition of contemporary art. MOCAD also presents regular public programs in a 3,000-
square-foot area, which shares space with a cafe. The building will undergo a renovation in the 
near future. 

 
 
T h e  P o s i t i o n  
 
The museum is now in its fifth year and has established an international reputation for presenting important 

contemporary art from the United States and overseas. The director’s position is a formative 
one, affording the opportunity to build on MOCAD’s successes and continue making a significant 
impact on the community. While the Museum has established itself as an anchor within the 
region, there is still much growth to come; hence, a Director with vision, someone who finds 
change exciting, is critical. The Director makes all program decisions, including curating one 
exhibition per year, and is in charge of the financial and fundraising efforts. An equally 
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integral component of this job is the leadership of a dedicated staff. Current employees 
include a Deputy Director and nine full-time staff, as well as part-time staff, interns and 
volunteers. This position reports to the Board and its Executive Committee.   

 
 
D u t i e s  a n d  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
 

• Serves as the key spokesperson for the Museum 
• Provides direction, formulates and executes planning to ensure appropriate levels of growth and 

success 

• Oversees the institutional and departmental budgets, keeping all accounts stable and in check 
• Provides leadership and direction for a comprehensive fundraising campaign 
• Works closely with the Board and Committee members, engaging them in museum activities  
• Plans, develops and directs operational activities of the Museum with the Deputy Director, who is in 

charge of day-to-day operations 

• Oversees outreach activities directed at broadening the Museum’s exposure and reputation  
• Conceives of, recruits and contracts with guest curators for ongoing shows and exhibitions. Curates 

exhibitions, most likely one per year 

• Oversees exhibitions, programming, education and publications 
• Actively seeks and encourages collaborations and partnerships within the local community and 

internationally; potential partners include cultural, educational or other relevant organizations or 
institutions, where practical and desirable   

• Communicates MOCAD’s vision, mission, values and programs internally and externally 
 
 
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
 

• Passion for and working knowledge of the contemporary art world  
• Museum, gallery or relevant management and administrative experience required 
• Understanding and experience working with a Board of Directors 
• Demonstrable fundraising success in the non-profit sector, especially with substantial foundation 

grants, major individual gifts and corporate sponsors 

• Success in cultivating and building relationships with a variety of constituents including major 
donors, individuals committed to the Museum’s mission, other cultural institutions, academic 
institutions, civic, corporate and political leaders 

• Curatorial experience in contemporary art 
• Bachelor’s Degree in art history, fine art or museum studies required, M.A. preferred -or- 

Bachelor’s/Master’s Degree in business administration with a demonstrable understanding of 
contemporary art and non-profit institutions 

• Familiarity with one or more languages helpful 
• Excellent written and oral communication skills 
• Excellent organizational abilities 
• Excellent interpersonal skills 
• Desire/ability to work on a team 

 
 
D e a d l i n e  
 
Please apply as soon as possible. The review of credentials will begin immediately, and will continue until the 
position is filled.  
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C o n t a c t  
 
Nominations and expressions of interest, including curriculum vitae, should be sent in confidence to Rebecca 
Mazzei, Deputy Director + Special Projects, Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit, 4454 Woodward Avenue, 
Detroit, Michigan 48201, or email it to rmazzei@mocadetroit.org. For more information on MOCAD, visit 
www.mocadetroit.org. Please inquire about salary and benefits. No phone calls please. 
 


